

Remarks from Lyle Moe on Sunday October 30, 2011

Good Morning!
 
Foreign aid and foreign food assistance are controversial topics.  Many 
 
people say we should not be spending our money on foreign aid.  We have 
 
enough problems of our own - fiscal deficit, unemployment, housing, etc.  
 
 
 
A survey was recently made which asked how much of our federal budget 
 
goes to development assistance.  Any guesses as to what that might be?
 
The answer to the survey was, on average, 24%.  The real number is less than 
 
1%.  As a percentage of personal giving, we are second from last among
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]developed nations.  
 
 
 
We give about 25 cents per person, per day in foreign aid, with private
 
giving another dime.  A lot on total because there are a lot of us. But, we are
 
the third largest nation in the world. On a per capita basis, we are far
 
behind the level of sacrifice made by people in most developed nations.
 
 
Why should we give to food assistance?  There is a human factor and an
 
American interest factor.  On the American interest side, it has long been
 
our policy to promote stable, democratic countries throughout the world.
 
President Clinton, shortly before he left office, addressed the United nations
 
during which he stated "Food is not a commodity like others.  We need a 
 
policy to maximize food self-sufficiency.  It is crazy to think we can develop
 
countries around the world without increasing their ability to feed themselves.
 
 
 
How true.  There is nothing that will create unrest and uprisings in countries
 
like a shortage of food.  High food prices were a significant causal factor
 
in the Arab Spring uprisings.  A small increase in food prices is very
 
significant to the very poor.  
 
 
 
Inadequate food equals malnutrition.  Reducing malnutrition is not just a
 
short-term containment of a nuisance.  It's a powerful investment in human
 
capital with extensive long-term dividends.  Without good nutrition, children
 
are stunted, both physically and mentally.  As a result, their long-term
 
educational ability, productivity and entrepreneurship is limited.  A country
 
cannot succeed with its nation building programs without first reducing
 
malnutrition and creating a generation of physically and mentally capable
 
citizens.
 
 
 
The United States global humanitarian programs are lifesaving programs.
 
For the small cost of a malaria bed net, a vaccine, a meal, or some medica-
 
tion, the life of a parent or child can be saved.  
 
 
 
An important American value is the belief that all people are created equal
 
and have value because they are created in the image of God.  This is an
 
important theme in the U.S. Declaration of Independence.  The promotion
 
of human rights  and humanitarian causes has been a cornerstone of
 
American foreign policy representing the best of American values.
 
 
 
The proposed budget cut for foreign assistance programs is 31%.  This is
 
excessive for a small budget item.  We should not cut programs this deeply
 
that do the right thing and represent the best of America.
 
 
 
Emmaus does care.  We need to be advocates for food aid.  The advocacy
 
program being promoted by your Emmaus leadership deserves your support.
 
From the experience of my working years in the Government, I can attest
 
that letters of advocacy are read and noted.
 
As stated in Ecclesiastes 3:1, "To everything there is a Season and a time to 
 
every purpose under the heaven."  Our time is NOW!


 
 
 
 






