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Advocacy is an important part of effectively ending hunger. It is so important that in recent survey 96 percent of Capitol Hill staff reported that if their member of Congress had not reached a decision on an issue, personalized letters would influence his or her position.
During the Mission Possible Weekend (11/12-11/13) there will be opportunities to write letters on important legislative issues that affect hunger and poverty. This year the Mission Possible Committee has chosen two advocacy issues for our congregation to focus on that will help alleviate hunger in our world- Foreign Assistance in the federal budget and in the 2012 Virginia budget health insurance and job training.
Reforms in U.S. foreign assistance will mean more help to millions of hungry and poor people for many years to come. The United States should be investing more in reducing poverty around the world. Improving the quality and efficacy of aid programs will strengthen the case for generosity and maximize the use of our current aid dollars. More effective aid matters to poor countries.  For more information see www.bread.org/ol/2011
Here in the state of Virginia we will be looking ahead to the budget process during 2012 and it will be of the greatest importance to protect working families and the public programs that empower people with the opportunity to build a better life for themselves. These include the FAMIS program (Family Access to Medical Insurance Security), which provides health care coverage to children in low income families and TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families), which provides job trainings opportunities and assistance to families with low incomes.  You can find more information on these two issues at www.viriginiainterfaithcenter/advocacyIssuses/PovertyandHunger
 


 
